
2015 Wisconsin Global Youth Summit Discussion Guide 

1) What makes someone a ‘global citizen’? 

What is a “global citizen”? Here are some possible definitions: A global citizen is more open to 
diversity, has a global world view, and is more likely to live, study and work abroad. A 
global citizen is aware of different world cultures, is comfortable living and working with 
people from other cultures, and wants to explore places beyond the borders of the 
country where he/she grew up.  

Do you have other ideas about what it means to be a “global citizen”? 

Apply these ideas to yourself and, as a group, discuss: How “global” are you?  

Here are a few questions to help guide your discussions: 

 Where have you traveled outside of the United States? What were your most memorable 
experiences?  

 Where in the world do you most want to visit … and why? 

 Besides English, what other language(s) have you learned? What opportunities have you 
had to use another language? 

 What opportunities have you had to meet and interact with people from different countries 
and cultures (in your own community or while traveling)? What do you recall most about 
these experiences? 

 What foods, music, and movies from other parts of the world have you enjoyed? 

 In what ways are you more “global” than your parents? 

 

Group task: Respond to this question: What makes someone a ‘global citizen’? 

(Responses will be collected, compiled and shared with summit participants.) 
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2) What can you learn from people who come from elsewhere? 

Interacting with newcomers, especially those from a different country/culture, can provide us 
with fresh perspective and insights into our own culture/society.  To gain from these 
interactions requires an open mind. Recognize that people from different backgrounds view 
the world differently – and one point of view is not any better or worse than another. 

Here are some questions to guide discussions: 

 Before you arrived, what were you expecting to see and experience? 

 How does your expectations compare with your experience? 

 What has surprised you most? 

 What do you see as the biggest differences between living here and your home? 

 How are the people here and in your home country most different? Most similar? 

 What do you enjoy most about living here? 

 What has been your most challenging adjustment(s)? 

 What question(s) are you asked most often by Americans? 

 What inaccurate impressions of your country have you had to address? 

 

3) How can your school/community become more ‘global’? 

 What opportunities are available to pursue your international interests?  

 What languages/other courses with international content are taught in your school?  

 What opportunities are available for students to travel to other countries?  

 How open is your school to hosting international exchange students?  

 What opportunities are available to interact with people from other countries/cultures?  
What, if any, immigrants live in your community? 

 What more can be done to connect international resources in your community with school 
activities in and out of class? 

Group task: Create a list of ideas, to be collected, compiled and shared. 
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